
 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Devon Downeysmith, Communications Manager 
Oregon Business for Climate 
503.866.3508 
devon@downeysmithcreative.com  
 
Nancy Hamilton, Co-Director 
Oregon Business for Climate 
503.894.4618 
nancy@orbizclimate.org  
 
RELEASE DATE: 
May 17, 2019 
 

Joint Committee on Cap and Trade Votes Historic Bill out of Committee 
Today’s committee vote brings the landmark legislation another step closer to passage. 

 
PORTLAND, Ore. May 17 – The final version of HB 2020, Oregon’s proposed Cap and Trade 
policy, passed out of the Joint Committee on Carbon Reduction today by a vote of 8 to 5. 
 
"I firmly believe that this bill is ready to go, that it balances a variety of interests, and is an 
investment in our future. It's a way of recognizing and reacting to very serious challenges we face 
with climate change,” said Senator Michael Dembrow, Co-Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Carbon Reduction.  
 
HB 2020 would make Oregon only the second state in the country to implement an economy 
wide cap and price on carbon pollution. Oregon’s policy is modeled after California’s, which, due 
to its success, was re-adopted by the legislature on a bipartisan vote.  
 
Oregon Business for Climate has been working behind the scenes for over 18 months to help 
inform a policy that is good for the environment, good for the economy and holds true to our 
Oregon values. The organization has over 100 members who collectively represent over 30,000 
employees. Members have testified before the legislature multiple times, presented key data and 
reports, and participated in workgroup meetings. 
 
Andrew Beyer, President of EC Electric -- which has offices throughout the state and is a 
member of Oregon Business for Climate -- praised today’s vote: “HB 2020 will increase demand 
for energy efficiency and clean energy projects so that we can meet our carbon reduction goals. 
This will allow companies like ours to employ more people, and will help businesses across our 
state operate their businesses more efficiently, saving money and reducing carbon emissions. 
It's a win/win for Oregon’s economy and environment."  
 
Stumptown Coffee Roasters and Oregon Business for Climate member also commended today’s 
vote: “The best coffee grows in tropical regions around the world, giving us a global perspective 
on the climate crisis. But Oregon is our home and we believe passionately that we can do better 
here,” said Shauna Alexander, Vice President of Coffee & Sustainability. “HB 2020 is a way for 
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Oregon to do what’s right for us, while paving the way for others. Today's vote brings Oregon 
one step closer to being a national climate leader.”  
 
“This bill is historic in nature,” said Tom Kelly, Chair of the board of Oregon Business for 
Climate and President of Neil Kelly Company. “Over a decade of bipartisan work has gone into 
developing a sound, statewide Cap and Trade policy. It’s ready to be passed into law, and we’re 
committed to working hard over the remaining weeks of session to help get this over the finish 
line. We then look forward to the hard work ahead though the rulemaking process.”  
 

About HB 2020 
HB 2020 advances state climate policy while strengthening Oregon’s economy: 

● Cap and Trade is widely viewed as the most effective, efficient and flexible model for 
addressing climate change and lowering emissions. Because it is a market-driven 
mechanism, companies have the flexibility to reduce climate pollution however makes the 
most sense for their business. 

● As it has in other jurisdictions, a Cap and Trade program in Oregon will encourage 
business innovation, investment, and job creation.  

● By placing a cap and price on climate pollution from the largest polluters, Oregon will 
reduce millions of tons of greenhouse gases over time to combat global warming. 

● Revenues raised from the program will be reinvested into communities across Oregon to 
advance clean energy alternatives and contribute to worldwide efforts to decarbonize the 
global economy.  

● HB 2020 will put Oregonians to work by making clean power like solar available to more 
people,  upgrading homes and businesses to use energy more efficiently and save 
people money, investing in more transportation options, and protecting forests from 
wildfire and farmers from drought. 
 

About Oregon Business for Climate: 
Oregon Business for Climate is a statewide organization focused on mobilizing industry support 
and business leadership towards advancing climate policy and instituting a price on carbon 
emissions while investing in Oregon’s clean economy. The organization is comprised of over 100 
businesses who employ over 30,000 Oregonians across a wide range of industries, including 
those from the financial, energy, manufacturing, farming, transportation, sports and healthcare 
sectors. Our membership list includes Adidas, Widmer Brothers Brewing, Dutch Brothers Coffee, 
Capital Power Corporation, Uber, the Portland Timbers, the Portland Trail Blazers, Neil Kelly 
Company, Providence Health Services and Beneficial State Bank. A complete membership list is 
available on our website: orbizclimate.org/membership/members/ 
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